2 elaboration of legitimizing devices of a special kind. 4 In this latter context, the production and diffusion of an account of the prestigious beginnings of the Mwata Kazembes' dynasty, its early dealings with the original inhabitants of the area and later evolution served the dual purpose of fostering a dominant and discrete Lunda identity and cementing the links of subordination between foreign conquerors and local lineage or sub-clan leaders. 5 This paper is an extended commentary on
Ifikolwe Fyandi na Bantu Bandi, 6 a mid-twentieth century offshoot of this royal tradition and a fine example of vernacular "literate ethno-history". Political Growth and Change in North-Eastern Zambia before 1900, (London, 1973) , 21-22.
6 E. Labrecque, ed., Ifikolwe Fyandi na Bantu Bandi [My Ancestors and My People], (London, 1951 ; reprinted …).
7 "Literate ethno-history" can be defined as "a half-product, halfway between such traditions and reminiscences as operate within a strictly local frame of reference, on the one hand, and scholarly argument, on the other." W. van
Binsbergen, Tears of Rain. Ethnicity and History in Central Western Zambia, (London and New York, 1992) , 60. circumstances and context of its compilation. As a result, the real nature of the text has been missed, and the treatment of the historical data contained therein has suffered accordingly. The purpose of this article is to discuss the principal problems associated with the fruition of Ifikolwe Fyandi and to spell out the restrictive conditions under which historians can still turn to it as a source of genuine evidence about the pre-colonial past. In order to accomplish this aim, I now proceed to examine the editorial, political and social history of the text; the broader implications of my approach are sketched in the concluding section of the paper.
II
Since the publication of The interpolation of dates obtained from literary sources is easy to identify, but there are more subtle forms of influence. After crossing the Chambeshi River in September 1798, Lacerda and his party passed through the villages of the Bisa ("Muizas") leaders "Chinimba Campeze" and "Chipaco". These two chiefs' subjection to Lukwesa Ilunga, the reigning Mwata Kazembe, was duly recorded by the Portuguese explorer. 24 Now, according to both the "History of the Baluunda People" and Ifikolwe Fyandi, the holders of the Mwinempanda title, whose capital lay on the Kabundi stream, were the territorial representatives whom Lukwesa Ilunga had deputed to administer the plateau to the south-east of the lower Luapula valley. But while the "History of the Baluunda People" is rather vague about the boundaries of the colony of the Mwinempandas and certainly does not name any of the Bisa leaders placed under them, "Chinyimba" and "Chipako" are described in Ifikolwe Fyandi as being two of the three Bisa chiefs over whom the holders of the 
III
The preceding section has been concerned with the most fundamental bias brought about by Labrecque's editorial intervention. But our task of disentangling the "safe" from the "unsafe"
historical evidence in the "History of the Baluunda People" cannot be held to be complete until the likelihood of a very different set of distortions having entered the eastern Lunda ethno-history is also taken into account. The "History of the Baluunda People", in fact, was not only a product of the Lunda aristocrats and Labrecque's erudition; it was also a fruit of colonial circumstances. And colonized Africans had often some compelling reasons to present a partial view of their history. to the then DC to remind him of his kingdom's "very long history" and of the government's unfulfilled promise that "the name of a Paramount be proclaimed on me as it was in the past before Europeans came in this country." 32 Given this background, the historian cannot be blamed for looking at the Lunda-Bemba relationships as depicted in the "History of the Baluunda People" with a robust degree of scepticism.
A direct consequence of the internal and external wars which shook the kingdom of Kazembe in the latter part of the nineteenth century was the settlement of foreign communities in the lower Apart from the rich documentary evidence which allows the historian clearly to identify both the blatant manipulation in the eastern Lunda account and the twentieth-century tensions which made it expedient, there is nothing exceptional about the foregoing events. The conflict with Shimba I and his descendants, in fact, was merely one of the many disputes in which the eastern Lunda élites found themselves enmeshed soon after the inception of European rule. Given that all these local conflicts can be assumed to have left their mark upon the Lunda historical consciousness as reflected in the "History of the Baluunda People", a sophisticated treatment of the pre-colonial data contained therein ought to begin by examining the colonial political and administrative background as a source of likely historical distortions. Although this exercise will presumably result in the rejection of considerable sections of the "History of the Baluunda People", it will still be worth pursuing, in my opinion, as a necessary step towards the salvaging of the historicity of the eastern Lunda "tribal Bible".
IV
If the production of the "History of the Baluunda People" cannot be divorced from its political context, it must also be located within the framework of the social history of the lower Luapula valley in the middle colonial period. The setting up of an historical committee in 1942 was a defensive response to the demands of the inter-ethnic competition precipitated by colonialism, but, as will be presently suggested, it was also an instrument of internal social cohesion -a cohesion threatened by the increasingly manifest confrontation between culturally exclusive aristocrats (bacilolo and bakalulua) and emerging social actors whose claims to prominence depended less on their inherited status than on their personal qualities and educational achievements.
In , 1915 -1940 ", History in Zambia, 11 (1981 id., "'No Girl Leaves the School Unmarried': Mabel Shaw and the Education of Girls at Mbereshi, Northern Rhodesia, 1915 -1940 ", International Journal of African Historical Studies, XIX (1986 between the aristocracy and the missionary-educated intelligentsia. By the end of the 1940s, the latter had completely ousted the former from the reorganized Lunda Superior Native Authority.
Although they retained control of Mwata Kazembe XIV's Superior Court, hereditary title-holders were now deprived of all residual executive functions in the colonial administrative scheme. became an opportunity to draw together the modern and traditionalist factions in the lower Luapula valley and the separate cultural symbols and skills which defined their antagonistic identities.
V
We have shown Ifikolwe Fyandi na Bantu Bandi and its immediate antecedent to have been many things at the same time: a missionary-influenced adaptation of an old royal tradition, a political weapon to be brought to bear on a situation of enhanced inter-ethnic competition, a bulwark against the social tension which threatened the stability of the kingdom of Kazembe in the middle colonial period. This plurality of meanings and its repercussions upon the historical evidence contained in
Ifikolwe Fyandi would never have emerged if the latter had been approached as an uncomplicated collection of traditions stemming from the pre-colonial era. In order to tease out the multi-faceted nature of the text, it has been necessary to set it firmly in the colonial context and examine it in light of the colonial documentation.
As suggested by Fr. Labrecque's own wide-ranging editorial career, Ifikolwe Fyandi is far from being an isolated example. While waiting for a broad study of the cultural and political movement which accompanied the mushrooming of vernacular historical publications in colonial South-Central Africa, historians will have to develop an appropriate set of guidelines which, without denying the local specificities of these texts, will allow them to handle the latter with a degree of uniformity and respect for the basic principles of source criticism. Our tripartite reading of Ifikolwe Fyandi may perhaps claim to be a small contribution in the direction of this undertaking -which undertaking is made all the more urgent by the consideration that the relative importance of colonial ethno-historical literature as a source for the study of pre-colonial history is destined to increase in the future as a result of the ongoing erosion of oral tradition in contemporary Africa.
